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EPCH initiates dialogue with Maharashtra Govt. on expanding handicrafts export potential,
gets support for establishing Training & Development Centres

Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH along with Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convenor,
EPCH; Mr. Ravi K Passi and Mr. Pradeep Muchalla, COA members, EPCH; and Mr. Ashok
Boob, leading member exporter from Mumbai, with Mr. Deependra Singh Kushwah IAS,
Development Commissioner (Industries), Govt. of Maharashtra, at Mantralaya, Mumbai.

24th July 2025,  Mumbai:  An EPCH delegation comprising

Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH, Mr.  Avdesh Agarwal, Chief

Convenor, EPCH,  Mr. Ravi K Passi and Mr. Pradeep Muchalla, COA

members, EPCH; and Mr. Ashok Boob, leading member exporter

from Mumba, met Mr.  Deependra Singh Kushwah IAS, Development

Commissioner (Industries), Government of Maharashtra, at

Mantralaya, Mumbai. The meeting was held to discuss strategies

and present detailed suggestions for the growth and promotion of

the handicrafts sector in the State of Maharashtra with a focus on

enhancing exports of handicrafts from the country.

During the meeting, Dr. Khanna highlighted Maharashtra's

significant contribution to India's handicrafts exports, and

emphasised the rich heritage of the state reflected in its diverse

range of craft products such as tribal jewellery, Warli paintings,

musical instruments, bamboo & coconut shell crafts, pottery, Ajanta

paintings and more. Dr. Khanna submitted a formal representation

on behalf of EPCH, outlining actionable suggestions to overcome

current challenges faced by member exporters and artisans in the

state. Key recommendations included support through: An Export

Policy tailored for the handicraft export sector; Enhanced MDA

Scheme; E-commerce export support; Freight subsidy; Export credit

insurance reimbursement; Interest subsidy; Design development

assistance; Compliance grant; Plug & play infrastructure;

Inclusion in state schemes; Promotion and support for

women entrepreneurs; and Promotion of ODOP and

Geographical Indication (GI) products.

During the meeting, the potential for expanding the

handicrafts sector through the establishment of incubation

centers in cities such as Mumbai, Thane, and Pune was

discussed. A proposal to sign a MoU with EPCH was also put

forward, dedicated to promoting handicrafts from

Maharashtra. These incubation centers would offer design

facilities, skill development programs, and other initiatives

aimed at fostering growth and innovation in the sector.

During the meeting, Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convenor,

EPCH and Mr. Ravi K Passi, COA Member, EPCH, invited the

Government of Maharashtra to actively participate in the

upcoming 60th IHGF Delhi Fair - Autumn 2025, scheduled

from 13th-17th October 2025, where thematic displays

from Maharashtra's crafts sector can be showcased.

Mr. Deependra Singh Kushwah, IAS, Development Commissioner

(Industries), Government of Maharashtra appreciated EPCH's

initiatives and assured of the Government's support in fostering

growth and employment through the handicrafts sector.

The EPCH delegation also met with the Director, Ms Renu Shome

of The Council of EU Chamber of Commerce in India, Mumbai and

discussed strategy for promotion of exports of handicrafts in the

European Union.

EPCH delegation with Ms. Renu Shome, Director, The Council of EU Chamber
of Commerce in India, Mumbai
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UP International Trade Show (UPITS) 2025 Roadshow

in Mumbai

25th July 2025,  Mumbai: At a later development, at the  Uttar

Pradesh International Trade Show (UPITS) 2025 Roadshow held on

25th July 2025 at Mumbai, Mr. Deependra Singh Kushwah IAS,

Development Commissioner (Industries), Govt. of Maharashtra,

lauded EPCH's efforts and contribution to the handicrafts industry.

He further announced that the Maharashtra Government will extend

full infrastructure support in Mumbai, Thane and Pune for EPCH to

establish state-of-the-art incubation centers. These centers will

include design and innovation facilities, skill development programs,

and other initiatives to foster the growth and development of the

handicrafts sector.
Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH, addressing the gathering at the UPITS
2025 Roadshow in Mumbai

In response to this, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH, shared "we

are grateful to the Government of Maharashtra and Mr.  Deependra

Singh Kushwah IAS, for his proactive support in strengthening the

handicrafts ecosystem in the state. The commitment to provide

fully developed infrastructure in Mumbai, Thane and Pune for

establishing Handicrafts Innovation, Design Development,

Technology Upgradation, and Artisans' Training Centres is a landmark

step. These state-of-the-art centers will not only enhance skill

development and design innovation will empower artisans and

entrepreneurs, boosting India's handicraft exports. EPCH looks

forward to collaborating closely with the state government to make

these initiatives a success and create sustainable opportunities for

artisans." Mr. Sagar Mehta, Vice Chairman, EPCH also joined the

delegation at the UPITS Road Show in Mumbai.

 Mr. Deependra Singh Kushwah IAS, Development Commissioner (Industries),
Govt. of Maharashtra, at Mantralaya, Mumbai, in discussion with Dr. Neeraj
Khanna, Chairman, EPCH along with Mr. Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convenor,
EPCH; Mr. Ravi K Passi and Mr. Pradeep Muchalla, COA members, EPCH; and
Mr. Ashok Boob, leading member exporter from Mumbai.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


