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PRESS RELEASE

HEA - AGRA CELEBRATES GI TAG FOR AGRA STONE INLAY WORK WITH
FELICITATION CEREMONY

New Delhi - 29tk June’2025 — The Handicrafts Exporters Association (HEA), Agra organized a special
members’ meet on the evening of 28th June 2025 to celebrate the recent conferment of the
Geographical Indication (GI) Tag for Agra Stone Inlay Work — a momentous milestone that recognizes
the region’s distinctive artisanal heritage and centuries-old craft excellence informed Shri R. K.
Verma, Executive Director, EPCH.

Present during the event were Guest of Honour Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman — EPCH, felicitated for
his committed leadership in promoting India’s handicrafts and for supporting regional craft
recognition. The Association also honoured Mr. Salman Azam; Mr. Rajendra Gupta, Mr. Rajat
Asthana, Members — CoA EPCH; Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director — EPCH and Mr. Rohit Dhall,
Mr. Rajat Singhal and Mr. Tushar Sikka from the Young Exporters Society (YES), Moradabad.
Dignitaries from key institutions who contributed to achieving the GI Tag were also welcomed and
felicitated, including Dr. T. K. Rout, Director — Textiles Committee, Mumbai (Ministry of Textiles,
Govt. of India); Mr. Sushil Kumar, Assistant Director — MSME, Agra and Mr. Prahlad Agarwal,
President — Agra Tourist Welfare Association. During the event, EPCH specially honoured Dr. S. K.
Tyagi, Secretary — HEA Agra, for his dedicated service in promoting Agra’s handicrafts exports and
his pivotal role in securing the GI Tag for the region’s iconic stone inlay work.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman - EPCH, shared the Council’s forward-
looking vision, emphasizing the need for focused outreach programs for member exporters, enhanced
efforts in branding and packaging, capacity building through skill development and training, and a
strong push for product innovation and adherence to buyer compliance norms. He assured EPCH’s
complete support to HEA Agra in furthering the recognition and market reach of the region’s crafts,
both domestically and internationally.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal agency for promotion of exports of handicrafts
from the Country and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of artisans and
craftspersons engaged in production of home, lifestyle, textiles, furniture and fashion jewellery &
accessories products in different craft clusters of the Country. The overall Handicrafts exports during
the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million) informed by Shri R. K. Verma, Executive
Director, EPCH.

For more information please contact:

Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH
+91-9810679868

Encl : Hindi, English version and photos
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Photo 1: Guest of Honour Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman — EPCH, alongwith Mr. Salman Azam, Mr.
Rajendra Gupta, Mr. Rajat Asthana, Members — CoA EPCH; Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director —
EPCH; Mr. Rohit Dhall, Mr. Rajat Singhal and Mr. Tushar Sikka from the Young Exporters Society
(YES), Moradabad; Dr. T. K. Rout, Director — Textiles Committee, Mumbai (Ministry of Textiles, Govt.
of India); Mr. Sushil Kumar, Assistant Director - MSME, Agra and Mr. Prahlad Agarwal, President —
Agra Tourist Welfare Association seen during felicitation ceremony held at Agra.
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Photo 2: Dr. S. K. Tyagi, Secretary — HEA Agra, being felicitated by Dr, Neeraj Khanna, Chairman —
EPCH along with other dignitaries for his dedicated service in promoting Agra’s handicrafts exports
and playing a pivotal role in securing the GI Tag for the region’s iconic stone inlay work during
felicitation ceremony held at Agra.



