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Press Release

EPCH Leadership Honoured with National Atal Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Handicrafts Sector and Social Service

New Delhi - 19th September’2025 - The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) is proud to share
that three of its distinguished leaders—Shri Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convener; Shri Naved Ur Rehman, President
MHEA & Co-opted CoA Member-EPCH and Shri Rajesh Rawat, Addl. Executive Director, EPCH have been
conferred with the prestigious National Atal Award in recognition of their exceptional contributions to social
service and their relentless efforts in promoting India’s handicrafts sector at both national and international
platforms.

The award was presented by Dr. Satyanarayan Jatiya, Former Minister, Shri Shyam Jaju, Chief Patron Atal
Foundation; Shri Avinash Rai Khanna, Member, Parliamentary Committee; Shri Lekhraj Maheshwari, National
Advisor, Atal Foundation and Shri Radhe Shyam Ranga, Secretary, Atul Foundation during the Atal National
Awards ceremony.

Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman — EPCH shared that “This recognition of our colleagues is a proud moment for the
entire handicrafts fraternity. Their dedication to advancing artisan welfare, expanding exports, and strengthening
India’s image as a trusted sourcing hub has made a lasting impact.”

Dr. Khanna further added “Shri Avdesh Agarwal has played a pivotal role in steering EPCH’s strategic initiatives
as Chief Convener, advocating for artisan welfare and supporting exporters while strengthening India’s global
presence in handicrafts. Shri Naved Ur Rehman has been instrumental in promoting Indian handicrafts in new
markets, fostering innovation, and inspiring the younger generation of artisans and entrepreneurs to carry
forward India’s craft heritage. Shri Rajesh Rawat, through his dedicated service as Additional Executive Director,
has significantly contributed to policy advocacy, trade facilitation, and the organisation of flagship events such
as the IHGF Delhi Fair, ensuring wider visibility for India’s handicraft exports at the international level.”

Shri. R. K. Verma, Executive Director — EPCH, said that “The awards honour not just three distinguished
individuals but also the spirit of service and commitment that EPCH stands for. Their contributions whether in
policy, market promotion or direct support to artisans, have built stronger foundations for India’s handicrafts
exports and opened new horizons for growth. The National Atal Awards celebrates excellence in various fields,
honouring individuals who embody the spirit and values of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. This
recognition for EPCH leaders underscores the sector’s crucial role in sustaining livelihoods, preserving heritage,
and contributing significantly to India’s export growth.”

EPCH is a nodal institution for promoting exports of handicrafts from the Country to various destinations of the
world and projecting India’s image abroad as reliable supplier of high quality of handicrafts. The overall
Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million) informed by Shri R. K.
Verma, Executive Director-EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director — EPCH
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Encl: Hindi, English version and photos



Photo 1, 2 & 3: Shri Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convener; Shri Naved Ur Rehman, President MHEA & Co-opted CoA
Member-EPCH and Shri Rajesh Rawat, Addl. Executive Director been conferred with the prestigious National Atal
Award by Dr. Satyanarayan Jatiya, Former Minister, Shri Shyam Jaju, Chief Patron Atal Foundation; Shri Avinash
Rai Khanna, Member, Parliamentary Committee; Shri Lekhraj Maheshwari, National Advisor, Atal Foundation
and Shri Radhe Shyam Ranga, Secretary, Atul Foundation during the Atal National Awards ceremony held today.



