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SECRETARY TEXTILES LEADS A HIGH-LEVEL OUTREACH IN UNITED KINGDOM
EPCH ALONG WITH CEPC AND HEPC ORGANISED BUYER ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMME

CHAIRMAN EPCH URGES BUYERS FROM UK TO TAKE ADVANTAGE FROM INDIA - UK FTA

New Delhi/NCR - 22" September’2025 - In the London, United Kingdom, Ms. Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary, Ministry of
Textiles, Govt. of India met buyers and buying representatives. EPCH was represented by Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH
and Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Addl. Executive Director EPCH. The objective of the meeting was to strengthen UK market access for
Indian products by deepening buyer linkages through targeted G2G engagements, focused B2B meetings and roadshows
informed Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH.

Ms. Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India, while addressing the buyers, highlighted the significance
of Indian textile sector in the overall exports from the country and stressed on the steps being taken with respect to design,
sustainability, traceability, marketing initiatives by Govt. of India to promote the exports of textiles from the country. She urged
all the buyers to take full advantage of the India-UK trade agreement which looks forward to a significant reduction to negligible
duties on products exported between the countries.

Speaking on occasion, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH, shared that “UK market demand offers a meaningful headroom for
growth and the India—UK CETA helps us convert that potential into business through progressive tariff reductions, simpler rules
of origin and smoother customs that translates into sharper UK price points and faster clearances for Indian suppliers.

Dr. Khanna further added that “Handicraft sector has deep concerns for stringent due-diligence requirements posing critical
challenge for handicraft exporters, particularly MSMEs and artisan-based enterprises. We request a collaborative approach
involving government bodies and industry stakeholders to develop a pragmatic compliance framework that protects our
artisans while meeting global sustainability goal. We also appreciate the Textiles Secretary’s patient hearing and look forward
to working with the Ministry to leverage CETA opportunities while ensuring pragmatic, MSME-friendly compliance.”

Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Addl. Executive Director EPCH said that “EPCH in collaboration with HEPC and CEPC organized an
Interactive Session on the theme “India — A Profitable Destination for Sourcing Handicrafts, Handlooms and Carpets”. Ms.
Neelam Shami Rao graced the session as Chief Guest along with Ms. Shubhra, Trade Advisor, Ministry of Textiles; Mr. Kartikya
Dhanda, Secretary, Textiles Committee; Mr. Amit Kumar, Director Trade. Ministry of Textiles; Ms. R Lalitha, Director Textiles,
Govt. of Tamil Nadu; Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH; Mr. Lalit Goel, Chairman, HEPC; Mr. Kuldeep Wattal, Chairman, CEPC;
Dr. Patricia Sumod, Head Domestic & International linkages, NIFT and other senior officials were present. The session brought
together buyers and sourcing professionals to explore opportunities, align on market trends and reaffirming India’s position as
a trusted partner in the global handicrafts value chain.”

Mr. Rawat further added “Buyers present at the occasion raised issues around logistics, intellectual property, design
sensibilities, traceability, e-commerce, and other business aspects and expressed strong enthusiasm about leveraging the
India-UK FTA”.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal institution for promotion of exports of handicrafts from the Country and
create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of craftspersons engaged in production of home, lifestyle, textiles,
furniture and fashion jewellery & accessories products in different craft clusters of the Country. The overall Handicrafts exports
during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million) and handicrafts exports to UK during 2024-25 was Rs
2562.70 crores (USD 303.01 Million), further informed by Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director-EPCH.

For more information please contact:

Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH
+91-9810679868

Encl: Hindi, English version and photos



Photo 1 & 2 : Ms. Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India met buyers at London, UK and EPCH was
represented by Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH and Shri Rajesh Rawat, Addl. Executive Director EPCH.
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Photo 3 & 4: EPCH in collaboration with HEPC and CEPC organized an Interactive Session on the theme “India — A Profitable
Destination for Sourcing Handicrafts, Handlooms and Carpets”. Ms. Neelam Shami Rao graced the session as Chief Guest
along with Ms. Shubhra, Trade Advisor, Ministry of Textiles; Mr. Kartikya Dhanda, Secretary, Textiles Committee; Mr. Amit
Kumar, Director Trade. Ministry of Textiles; Ms. R Lalitha, Director Textiles, Govt. of Tamil Nadu; Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman,
EPCH; Mr. Lalit Goel, Chairman, HEPC; Mr. Kuldeep Wattal, Chairman, CEPC; Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Addl. Executive Director,
EPCH and Dr. Patricia Sumod, Head Domestic & International linkages, NIFT were present.



