EPCH | EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

==2 | FOR HANDICRAFTS

CIN: U20299DL 1986NPLO23253 | GST NO. 07AAACE1747M17)

U T ATART A 39 T Telg ATAHAT (FISIIAR) Tl ETeT T a1 foar

72 faectt/orefiem - 24 fder, 2025 - Twafired frafa dad aftve (el T e smeT ($7 FHer) % 36 T&Te & @
fopm 2, foremt <9 a1 T wherd stffem ($9EieT) o1 @ R ST 1 feheteTer wfita o T oI el 7€ B1 9% 30 $9 % -
feferi diea il TrT-Senfirehl (AT5eT) hi AT & HerAoR TEATfard i T8 2| 6 SEdTe 1 3exd ToATs = o fopelt oft gvimfora
FHEE ¥ T4 2, Thereret 39 fowen &1 Tudie foram 31T a7 @ STR 319 36 o i € o d6e 31 $9 o 6aed awii i oo
ST BNt

TS ST ST & §U, ST o 3Teret Sf. st @1 = e foh, "SYEISTR 1 ST T SAN The! o SediyIed et &
T R TR TRA © | 3T 36 SR 16 1 U THUHUHS o [T SATaRTeh Jart § giatdd form ST =mfeu | 37e g5 sie & fr
T foqd SR weheH Mgeesd fit- fed gy feforsta (wmaamigdes stten) & fog wsh ffaa fram w smafa wie, sife
TR 3 A ORIT-Ihe ST % hicH, TATs = i ehforee 3T U Hiee Syurmas wfie &, e stmfdendt 3R @iier
ﬁﬁw%éwmwsﬁwwﬁl

Sl @1 A S e, "I Y THFR T AR A et & 0 SIS o feTe Wi o SIS At SENT Gt g da &1 ¥k &
A9 o AR Y o WER &1 GRufefadt, Srefsmior Seama 7R STaTer T 9@ o Tiier SR STkt it ST9aT hd ©, &1 &
TR & TR off fore fopett amen ot =rert Tt TR oatarer @ S STt o oft SvareT: T foRe ST @

HT St TWHITT T ST L §Y, SHHITH o HETHCRTeh i vfHeht # 7 Teeh ST HTSSUATA o Teael Sf. Ul FAR A el foh
"SI HHE T O G SohITEESH =Rl O AL TWTTeId ST & iifeh B 31T deTe T 8 S&dNIed Sca1al H TTohg! a1 TTohgl T
ST el T T ST BT 21 S HRISET 3 fore 3 stffrrm 1 wee € 30 fewer 2025 7o wet foam mm o, e & st 59
AT AR el ST S ATSE-Rree b qomiat i it ot =i 21 & €, W H At srefiendn 56 et gu Sifdites @ae =
SR AT H T 3h1 BT =TTl 37 36 ST o TaieRyT & I3 SaT 1 TFTH id & ST I8 GTEa it o1 fowm # W
U1 foh AR % TR T e Frriaes SEEier st avit staash Sl ot g foraretara o |, 3ferd sord # ST a0 ) g0
Y, TR TG & ZART 61 2l B aredt STafd, tferfem o et o1 urer s e frate =rerdt @1

SfiEfier o e fawTeh #ft 3T, . qwt = e, "SISITR T AN L i TG AT TG o TS o dE, el TR I A 59
THY T TR T AT G e WX 81 §H AT 'J&7 [RR Sfiifcrel Seeie Us Afithens ATSHT & €19 T8t & dfaeh
TeoReT <t el o |19 (S U, ST ek TR shl hit i o’ ot e o | arehel sht el o fore faarsgdier &t ot /et
SITH ST 2 379 TH 3% TRl =0T ol 3R a6 & fes GenR o STorT-o1erT &gl | se ereet § Fori-ateee T smania
SAfafert 3T =317t T AN AT 8 3906 forg 78 fifdy grwra, RT3 aaratl ot T 3 Efterl ud fremet &
FATSETT TEINT hl S 2| Wk & Y 1T BT T EH ISR A ST T qTe 59 FehR L Fohd & foh SHI THUATAS
T SHeRT SIE g AT o TS| FHH T haet USRI GUfera il sifosh ek oS ek AT uge ot ot @t oii s 9 farfa
Sfcreet shT &FaT 3 ASTeld B

TEARTCY aTa GerelT uiiye 39 O eaferedl o It ol sIgmar o 37 <37 o fofir e&diyeyd Foleedl § i o & dRal SR &
S BT § S IR~ S B ST, ATGHEIET, SRS, T 1o, B Sl e Crerdls ahl Aféaeh stis s ol foam o sl st
AT Teh TS HEAT 21 T 2024-25 % S TEARTCT 1 et (3Td 33,123 FUg T (3,918 Fferam smfceht Siem) @t 37 2024-
25 % S T8 SEATSTET ol fHaid 8524.74 U ¥4 (1008.04 Taferm smfeht o) =t @, fomw w02 & ded o 6% 3R Sl &
Has 1 3.84% i gfg 3t Al 78 SR Fehed JAURT T8 b1 F11d 2,591.29 S TR (306.40 e smfht Sier) TeT seiea &
R fewren oft 3. &, T sfam [

ATereR AR o ToTT HuaT Hueh i
oft 3TR. 3. I, FrfeRRT e, ST
+91-9810679868



EPCH | EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

Teafrey fafa dads aReg

== | FOR HANDICRAFTS

CIN: U20299DL 1986NPL023253 | GST NO. 07AAACE1747M17)
PRESS RELEASE

EU Commission Proposes Postponement of EU Deforestation Regulation
(EUDR) Implementation

New Delhi/NCR - 24" September’2025 — The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) welcomed the
European Commission’s proposal to postpone enforcement of the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) owing to
information-technology readiness of the EU due-diligence portal. The proposal aims to avoid supply-chain
disruption while the system is upgraded and will now require approval from the European Parliament and EU
member states.

Welcoming the proposal, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH, shared that “proposed postponement of EUDR is a
timely relief for our wooden handicraft exporters. The additional window must now be converted into practical
preparedness for our MSMEs. Now we look forward to detailed, uniform guidance that provides standardised due-
diligence templates, precise data fields for geolocation and risk assessment, chain-of-custody checklists and
model declarations that suppliers and buyers can adopt end-to-end.” “With the clear information, Indian MSMEs
can be fully EUDR ready offering UK/EU buyers the same blend of creativity, sustainability and compliance they
expect, that sourcing from India continues seamlessly while the regulation’s environmental objectives are met in
letter and spirit.” Dr. Khanna added further.

Mentioning the way forward, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief Mentor - EPCH and Chairman —
IEML said that “EUDR directly affects our ecosystem because many of handicraft products including home and
furniture use wood or wood-based inputs. With enforcement already moved to 30 December 2025 for large
operators with proposed additional postponement and IT-readiness cushion under consideration, the priority now
is to turn time into practical readiness. We respect the regulation’s environmental intent and will work to ensure
that India’s artisan-led exporters meet EUDR requirements credibly, proportionately and on time, so that EU
sourcing remains uninterrupted while the regulation’s goals are fulfilled.”

Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director - EPCH said that “With the proposed EUDR implementation postponement, now
our focus is to use this time to stand up for practical readiness. We have long aligned with global sustainability
through our ‘Vriksh’ Timber Legality Assessment and Verification Scheme, an internationally recognised assurance
for legal, responsible wood sourcing to global buyers. The next phase is to scale up by implementing geo-
referenced traceability and chain-of-custody across decentralised clusters. This requires policy facilitation,
capacity-building and structured international cooperation with buyers and regulators. With a collective approach
we can meet compliance requirement without pricing out MSMEs, thereby protecting jobs, preserving market
access and strengthening export competitiveness.”

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal institution for promotion of exports of handicrafts from the
Country and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of craftspersons engaged in production of
home, lifestyle, textiles, furniture and fashion jewellery & accessories products in different craft clusters of the
Country. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million) and the
exports of wooden Handicrafts during the year 2024-25 was 8524.74 crores (US$ 1008.04 million) registering a
growth of 6% in rupee term and 3.84% in dollar term with exports to European Union alone stood at 32,591.29 crore
(USD 306.40 million) informed by Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH.
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