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Press Release

Vibrant Indian Handicrafts Showcase at EPCH Thematic Pavilion Attracts Buyers at
3rd Uttar Pradesh International Trade Show (UPITS)’25

New Delhi/NCR- 27th September’2025 - The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) unveiled its Thematic
Pavilion and was inaugurated by Shri Deepak Kumar (IAS), Addl. Chief Secretary, Finance & CEO, UPEIDA, Govt. of UP
in the august presence of Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH; Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief
Mentor — EPCH and Chairman IEML; Shri Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convener and Member CoA - EPCH; Shri Raj Kumar
Malhotra, Member CoA -EPCH; Shri Najmul Islam, Patron Artisan Society, Moradabad; Shri R. K. Verma, Executive
Director-EPCH; Shri Rajesh Rawat, Addl. Executive Director, EPCH member exporters and Handicrafts artisans were
present at the 3rd edition of the Uttar Pradesh International Trade Show (UPITS) 2025, Greater Noida.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH shared that “We are honoured by the presence of Shri
Deepak Kumar (IAS), Addl. Chief Secretary, Finance & CEO, UPEIDA Govt. of UP for inaugurating the EPCH Thematic
Pavilion at UPITS. The UPITS has rapidly evolved into a national and international marketplace, fully alighed with Uttar
Pradesh’s cluster strengths from Moradabad, Saharanpur to Firozabad, Agra and beyond. EPCH’s thematic showcase
and live demos bridges India’s design strength, craft clusters, encourage product innovation, sustainable practices
and reliable delivery under one roof connecting buyers to the depth and diversity of our artisan ecosystem and setting
the tone for season-ahead sourcing.”

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief Mentor - EPCH and Chairman IEML, said that “UPITS is more
than a showcase, it is a working platform where policy, markets and clusters meet. The 3™ edition of UPITS allows us
to deepen state with industry coordination on skilling, design support and Gl-based branding. The show features a
wide array of sectors, including handicrafts, textiles, leather, agriculture, food processing, IT, and electronics, along
with Uttar Pradesh's art, culture, and cuisine. Through EPCH’s thematic pavilion and live craft demonstrations, we are
not only showcasing design and heritage but also aligning MSME exporters with buyer expectations on quality,
sustainability and compliance.”

Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director — EPCH said that “in this edition, with the support from office of Development
Commissioner [Handicrafts], Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India, EPCH has setup Thematic Display with participation
of 24 member exporters, displaying Home Décor, Gifts, Home Textiles, Kitchenware, Household Products Decorative
etc and live demonstration of Indian Traditional Crafts by 20 Master Craftspersons / Artisans of Channapatna Toys,
Mysuru; Handprinted Textile and Jute Products from Kolkata; Leather Toys from Indore; Kathputli, from Jaipur; Paper
Mache from J&K; Wooden Toys from Varanasi; and Wooden Products from Sitapur etc.”

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal institution for promotion of exports of handicrafts from the
Country and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of craftspersons engaged in production of
home, lifestyle, textiles, furniture and fashion jewellery & accessories products in different craft clusters of the
Country. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million) informed
by Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director-EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director—- EPCH
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Encl: Hindi, English version and photos
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Photo 1 & 2: Shri Deepak Kumar (IAS), Addl. Chief Secretary, Finance & CEO, UPEIDA Govt. of UP
inaugurated EPCH thematic pavilion in the august presence of Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH;
Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief Mentor — EPCH and Chairman IEML; Shri
Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convener and Member CoA — EPCH; Shri Najmul Islam, Patron Artisan Society;
Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director-EPCH; Shri Rajesh Rawat, Addl. Executive Director, EPCH;
member exporters and Handicrafts artisans were present at the 3rd edition of the Uttar Pradesh
International Trade Show (UPITS) 2025, Greater Noida.



Photo 3 & 4: Visitors sourcing handicrafts products from artisan & exhibitors at EPCH Theme Pavilion
during Uttar Pradesh International Trade Show (UPITS) 2025, Greater Noida.



