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Press Release

India-Sri Lanka Handicraft Trade Set for Growth Through Joint Efforts

Minister Counsellor of Sri Lanka and EPCH Leaders Discuss Future Trade Initiatives

New Delhi-19" November’2025 - India and Sri Lanka share long-standing cultural ties with complementary
strengths across home décor, natural materials, textiles, fashion accessories and giftware. Both sides
acknowledged the scope for deeper cooperation in design, quality, market access and logistics to serve
institutional buyers, independent retail and e-commerce channels across South Asia and key global markets.

Enhancing the trade relation between both the countries, Mr. Lakshmendra Geshan Dissanayake, Minister
Counsellor (Commercial) at the High Commission of Sri Lanka in New Delhi, visited the office of the Export
Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) and met with Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH; Shri Avdesh
Agarwal, Chief Convenor, EPCH; Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Additional Executive Director, EPCH; and Mr. Vikas Goyal,
Joint Director, EPCH. The discussion focused on expanding two-way trade in handicrafts, strengthening buyer-
seller linkages for joint activities in coming months.

During the discussion, “Dr. Neeraj Khanna Chairman-EPCH put forward to the Minister Counsellor to foster
stronger bilateral trade ties. He suggested that the Commercial Wing of the Sri Lankan High Commission
engage closely with the Commerce and Trade Department of the Sri Lankan Government to facilitate a formal
exchange of barter delegations focused on trade and industry”. He further said that “This initiative would
provide both Indian and SriLankan businesses opportunities to explore each other's markets more extensively
and encourage participation in trade fairs and exhibitions held in both countries. The exchange would thereby
act as a platform for mutual growth by broadening market access and enhancing the visibility of handicraft
products from both nations”.

Minister Counsellor Mr. Dissanayake expressed his agreement and enthusiasm regarding the discussion. He
highlighted the potential for collaborative opportunities between the Export Development Board (EDB) of the
Government of Sri Lanka and the EPCH in India. He envisioned that both organizations could work in close
coordination to plan and implement trade promotion activities, including joint participation in trade fairs,
export facilitation programs, and capacity-building initiatives for exporters in the handicraft sector.

The discussion concluded on a positive note with a mutual commitment and take concrete steps towards
initiating the proposed barter delegation exchanges and collaborative trade promotion efforts.

EPCH is a nodal institution for promoting exports of handicrafts from the Country to various destinations of
the world and projecting India’s image abroad as reliable supplier of high quality of handicrafts goods &
services. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million).
The exports of handicrafts items to Srilanka during the year 2024-25 is Rs. 150.44 Crores (US $ 17.79 Million)
informed by Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director-EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Shri R. K. Verma, Executive Director— EPCH
+91-9810697868

Encl: Hindi, English version and photos
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Photo 1 & 2: Mr. Lakshmendra Geshan Dissanayake, Minister Counsellor (Commercial) at the High
Commission of Sri Lanka in New Delhi, visited the office of EPCH and met with Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman,

EPCH; Shri Avdesh Agarwal, Chief Convenor, EPCH; Mr. Rajesh Rawat, Additional Executive Director, EPCH;
and Mr. Vikas Goyal, Joint Director, EPCH today at New Delhi.



