EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

FOR HANDICRAFTS

CIN: U20299DL 1986NPL023253 | GST NO. 07AAACE1747M17)
3 TES T $TEIAR Bl Teh TW T hi HRT &Y, SATUTA 0T Tt o1 foser 2026 7o gran
SUTHITT = T T T foham SfiT gEafsten & & TJehet foraara st e femar

73 faeeft - 03 fawar, 2025 — swafired frafa gad uftve (@) = TRk dae g 7 femieem Teve (FEem)
I T oY AN S TAT ATEAT TATHOT SUTAT 2l WS & o1 T Tt | 59 oy & el arepel i gediRied
fratdent = Hecaqul Ted el | T6E o ST % STEN, 99 SIS T TYEIR T AT 30 fawst 2026 § AT
BRI, STaIfeh H&T Ta T I 30 S 2027 & ST |

fofer s TamTa e BW ST, RS @, Sredet — ST | e, “STEe e SR HTHeRr § ST SIS T U 31
e § | 3T gAY TrAfiendT 36 9T sl darl § sSee it @ fSem Tm e, St st Aniesia SR 3R W T,
o8 TRl AT Saiiey fafash SATHITATE o AT B8 U Heoh | I8 R st e § 37 fataent 31 i i
Hre o agee, S 8 g fid TRt § o SR S WelTer, ARt 3T ESTeel e Tre i 8@ IS
SIS o IRCH ST < | S, T A TR el Tferd, FH &9 8 AN [GRIHRT ST FEer 3 918 o |1 AId o SRaRTed
frriaeh SEETeTR o TT&T ohl 1 T ST WIS ol AT o wiiews STqf 1 v forer |~

ST o HRTHaRTeh shT fHehT B T ETaTeh 3T STTSETAUS o STEAET ST, TR FAN A il “T8 TRk Tl il ST
ST TR T S T M H SHT 1KY | G o STTER TeAiehd S-TefTsid § Tgel! I SR H 3cd1a T
T SeTs TR SrerfireR fomiert 2, Starfer gam/ere smerfirer SToRet aH-<TeH HINOT @ ol | SO ST geU W TS
S HAM HR TEAT HIFHT THIUM WX Bl ST |7 Sf. FAX J A0 Fel, “SISIAR % T 6 1Y 3 gHN &
saufaferdt zafene, aedmestt Jerforee, RiTcTR 3t = 3iit et W freror st srafierar 3 T & =1few, i Siet
FHTEAT o AT a8 Tk oiet TR Tl s ok |

oft 3T . T, iR fraeTeh — Seiefiue F ST 4t 6 SaTam |eier 3Tt T fRiareT o JEd U e we 3 39 v
femiteee™ &7 # T ¥ o o B IRde ahel ST siied & o [ a8 wen el el 3
SferERIaTS FaT o s B |re ot fo=TT & FerRTcHe 2| 3 ST ohel, “SuTeiue Heiferd #aert S formi o are
fircTeRt saTarRTich |HTE GOR T v, o fratast s e gaufaferdt St rifaat & froes & s fie
Tl 71 g8 — foreR Sififordt sriwe we Afifthone T & I 1 SIEISTR STUTeH o STT6Y foeaTid o @ € 1R
friaent 9 S wreiarl o |y frerert sTaviee fowen W e werftem/Rede i stamd)”

AT fafa daeq uftve 3w @ exafsted & i ot serEr 3 37 391 & fafi= seafies soreetl @ #m # © arat
FHNT o SIS T § o ICIG1- ST TH SHN, ATTHETSH, SIS, Forf 1o, H SorT Uk THIEIST 1 Ifreh s s
o1 fammm o e s aTelt weh st SE 21 Y 2024-25 % SN SRR i Fe (i 33,123 Fg T (3,918 fferam
JfEhT STer) TT 31 2024-25 % SR HT8 & 3Ted o1 Fafd 8524.74 U T3 (1008.04 fferam smfeht Ser) 1 @,
forae w92 o daed 7 6% 37 e & e 7 3.84% it gfg gt it 78 Sfielioa & wrienrt faeren off oTR. &, a0t T samn 1

ATereR FTeRTY o ToTT o wueh &
off 3T, o, 9T, Hrieer] Fewes, sdidive
+91-9810679868



EPCH | EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

== | FOR HANDICRAFTS

CIN: U20299DL 1986NPL0O23253 | GST NO. 0O7AAACE1747M17)

PRESS RELEASE
EU Parliament backs one-year postponement of EUDR, Extends
compliance timeline to December 2026

EPCH welcomes relief and seeks Handicraft sector friendly rollout

New Delhi - 03 December, 2025 - The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) welcomes European
Parliament's approval of a one-year postponement of the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), along with targeted
simplification measures providing critical relief to Indian wooden handicraft exporters. As per the approvalin the EU
Parliament, large operators and traders would apply EUDR obligations from 30 December 2026, while micro and
small enterprises would comply from 30 June 2027.

Welcoming the decision, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman — EPCH said “postponement of EUDR linked to IT readiness
and simplification measure is a decisive step. Our priority now is to turn time into preparedness with clear
templates, worked examples and test runs so wooden handicrafts exporters can file with confidence. This
extension directly benefits large number handicraft exporter and artisans, many of whom export exclusively wood-
based handicrafts like furniture, carvings and decorative items which were covered under EUDR commodities. With
proportionate, uniform guidance and a stable EU portal, India’s handicraft exporters can meet EUDR goals while
buyers experience continuity and reliability in sourcing” Dr. Khanna added further.

Dr. Rakesh Kumar, Director General in the role of Chief Mentor-EPCH & Chairman-IEML shared that “This additional
window should be used to build real and clear pathways for compliance. The information also states that simplified
due diligence places primary responsibility on first-market introducers, with micro/small primary operators
submitting one-off declarations, reducing administrative burdens for downstream traders and enabling focus on
sustainable sourcing certifications”. Dr. Kumar further added “As EUDR being postponed, now our focus should be
to prioritise traceability toolkits, documentation checklists, training on geolocation and chain-of-custody that are
practical and easily acceptable for small units”.

Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director-EPCH informed that as the European Union has postponed this anti-
deforestation law for a year in response to growing concerns from trading partners, the delay in the implementation
of the EUDR for the Indian wooden handicrafts sector is a positive step towards balancing environmental objectives
with the need to protect livelihoods. He further said “EPCH is actively working with the concerned Ministries and
relevant departments to develop a practical solution that will equip exporters with effective tools to address the
geolocation traceability challenges arising from compliance with the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR). We are
expanding VRIKSH - Timber Legality Assessment & Verification Scheme scope aligned to EUDR compliances, and
we’ll coordinate with exporters and EU counterparts to rehearse submissions against the upgraded system”.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal institution for promotion of exports of handicrafts from the
Country and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of craftspersons engaged in production of
home, lifestyle, textiles, furniture and fashion jewellery & accessories products in different craft clusters of the
Country. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million) and the
exports of wooden Handicrafts during the year 2024-25 was Rs. 8524.74 crores (US$ 1008.04 million) registering a
growth of 6% in rupee term and 3.84% in dollar term informed by Mr. R. K. Verma, Executive Director, EPCH.
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