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PRESS RELEASE

EPCH Looks Forward to India—EU FTA Milestone

Strong Trade Opportunity Awaits for ‘India Handmade’ in Europe

New Delhi/NCR - 24" January’2026 - The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) looks
forward to a major milestone towards signing of the long-awaited India—EU Free Trade Agreement (FTA),
which is expected to significantly strengthen India’s trade and market access framework with the 27-
nation European Union.

Welcoming the positive momentum, Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH, said that “We are hopeful
that the India—-EU FTA will create a stronger, more predictable and facilitative market-access
environment for Indian handicrafts in Europe and enabling our exporters to compete with greater
confidence. This is especially important for our artisan-led MSMEs, where the real cost is often not just
tariffs but the complexity of compliance, documentation and procedural barriers.”

Dr. Khanna further added that “European buyers are increasingly looking for authenticity,
sustainability, design depth and strong storytelling that India Handmade naturally offers. Our recent
participation at international design platforms namely ‘Maison&Objet, Paris’ has shown encouraging
optimism among visitors and buyers for Indian handcrafted home, lifestyle and décor products. With
an improved trade framework, we believe this interest can translate into deeper partnerships, higher
value orders and a stronger global positioning of the ‘Magic of Gifted Hands’.”

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal institution for promotion of exports of handicrafts
from the Country and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of craftspersons
engaged in production of home, lifestyle, textiles, furniture and fashion jewellery & accessories
products in different craft clusters of the Country. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-
25 was Rs. 33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million) and handicrafts exports to EU during 2024-25 was Rs
7309.72 crores (USD 864.28 Million) registering a growth of 8.30% in rupee term and 6.02 % in dollar
term, informed by Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director-EPCH.

For more information please contact:

Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH
+91-9810423612

Encl: Hindi, English version



