A EPCH | EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

/ ERfiren fPrafa wads afteg

=S | FOR HANDICRAFTS

CIN: U20299DL 1986NPL0O23253 | GST NO. 07AAACE1747M17)

)

TRA T EAhT 3cad 2026
ShHIASHTAT, I ST
26 ¥ 29 9, 2026

TS IUHT foRrae 3R e u{utrati sl S9Tid e STaATg-e arel TRa
FEATITEUT ohT T

23 UT 2026, ShIAhTAT: gLaiRTey fHafa dad uftyg ($didive) 26 @ 29 4= 2026 o HIcTHTdT & ThIATTH
ATt H IRATT gEdehed] Scdd 2026 T RIS L T © | 39 SR i @ I 0 Ueh TSR 0 o &9 § dI1
foram a2, afer Sfemd (Srmmfteerer 3fesham) 21 aTet gwafStedt st sIgraT fearm ST weh 37 <N st IR st
IR 1T et formed 371 ST & arel IeaTal # WIS HaT->T o Y H foed 8 Sreeh o ST 66 | 98
HTASH TSHIIRH-H-8 % &9 H BN, SET ST AR(oieh WA SEAIHA cq1al 3l 7 TR TS Fol |

I oI IS I T SIS aTed SEIRICTT T Ueh W hed a1 U HUT | S{TSATS 37 Teh Il 1 sifgoh
HO&T AR BT &, ST fordl! IcaTa ohT Ik et ST+H T, IHeh! ETERI, T8I AT TUIET o §Tel 36k S[STd
THTOT 2T & | 1 B SfATS 27 I8 S(dTa © for 98 Icu1e 36 @re SHIE UL =T ST & I&t SHeh! Wiierad # |

TFHIT I B § U8 SUTHITT STeel S, TS @1 o T, AT Seashall Scdal 2026 IR ol areiareh S &
TR T AT T ST 8, STET 8L T SITATS- TS 0 &1 =1 shl U8, TET o TG shl HRIRT TR o
o e o1 |19 Rt ST TR © | 5 S WA H SR oh SN ST hicTohidl S8 o1 THEWhiH T SH3Tg &
ST 3T o R SR [LEhR forsiaT R1eq &1l ohl ATt SHI Hehbid STHTEehdl G THT, TIRTT oh siTel 3eh! GreT
3 HTY AR & I8 SIS &, ATk SRR hT TSI TIRT T AT fHet ST AN STforeh S{TeTg &7 ATt eaat
&l Tl & e afa &t 1

1. T ST e, “F6 Hed H S H A aTed SfSTTE-21 aled geaivied! sh Ueh qa AN feiferer wme e
THRTT | 36 91T & ol | TS Jeah STR e 16 Yk forsia Sfterrg & st 3caral o el 50 HRITR
aeiehTieteh fESTE Tt s 21id € |

ST o IuTeet #ft MR AT A e, <SS & Al Req shae forraa & T afees aee gedt € S @
3G €, TSmeht STe |feat quT SRl SRR & S[ST & | IR S&dehall 3ceid J81 A dTet ST, fesis e 3
T EiaT T To & B o A1 SIS S Aol ScATaT bl @ T HIHT T & S HERT I e TSR & S




T ITHH +ff AT FHUAT 8 | THRT @ S HRR SR IAFAT hT 7eg FHTAT 8 qTieh At ST s T
IR EHTAT & Ao TE= ST 5T IR | (g R 0 T ! HiT H G deh |”

Seftefiusr <t et wfifa (Hieie) o vawr STk qet & o s ot 7. Y. SeeaeRt = T, “shIeTRTdT SHEm
H e, fre 37 forrara & S[ST ST TR 8, ST 81 @ o Ieural ohi g Aermd oht ofartt oh fee 2, =R A ariatin
FIS B, TR T TG T AT ARRT TR ATTHEEA § T THIEH | TR SEqehell Scoid g4 Hiehr oot & foh g1
I o STI3TS- T afTed TR sh e Siieid S SATAT SARTH qeh Tge STl S8 U ekt SATY, 1ok TRER, o THieR,
TESITER 31X e et S7erett ST &1 IedTal ol AT § 98 W 17

€ AT SR T GoTe 11 511 8 T 9 SIf b GAT T | Hed Al fofoe-2-shsgmt (sfi2efh) geie o &9 4 AR
foraT ST TR B | SHeRT HehE Hish W forshl ohl SIeTel 3T &, |1 8 o WER, fieet UTeehi 37T 3171 Mo o foig
ot 3T T ITAY FHATR |

TEATeY fHata daelq uitse o shriert s off TeieT Tad 3 oher, “sHeite e siteTrs S ot fReT ot
TETAT 2 o TeTT 1 T T8T B 3T @ R | BT 3T Wit SUTHAT, SHRITAT 37T RTeqshil o for Jrelt deh e
CAWHIH AT HLAT T8T © | A8 TaRIHT SITSATE-T aTet IedTal sht Ueh Eergid R forferer T U et fSrem 3tem-
3T &1 3h1 WTH HRIRT ST THEUIE FEATCIE! oh SEAIHA TG Ueh &1 SIS oo | 8T ST aTet ARTE i Tt
37 farfrem Sfe, gorht sers, forem i ufteren ok, afim smrer i wefem st et i, foem o THTeq 1 wep
U, IS il BT FeTg 3T ShIRET, NTSIT AT 3T W 3T 3 Saorl S 70! T 1 wis &
T 3R 3% T el SR 8 €Y firet o1 ST et e |7

TEATIed Frrtd dade aitye 337 8 SErIed o (aid I SQreT o aTell T T@ HET 7, S Al R $1R
TR % TR %1 T FS o IR T T8a o 1 HM FdT & | T HRIR O & -3 FATEeH H T,
ATSHESA, B 1oL, I SIoi] Ue THIERIST SI¥ 3cdTE ST ©, SHTETTS o sttt fewreh 2t Treiet Tard 3 s

o |1t 2024-25 7 R W EEARTET 1 Fed i 33,123 FUg TR (3,918 ffera smfisht Sier) s 2@ |

foreqa SeRTr ok foTu shua Tk i
it TSI e, FEwRT e - ST
+91-9810423612



EPCH | EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

ERfiren fPrafa wads afteg

=S | FOR HANDICRAFTS

CIN: U20299DL 1986NPL0O23253 | GST NO. 07AAACE1747M17)

PRESS RELEASE (Curtain Raiser)

Bhartiya Hastkala Utsav 2026

Kolkata, West Bengal
26t — 29" March 2026

A Celebration of Authentic Indian Gl-tagged Handicrafts, Showcasing Timeless
Heritage and Living Traditions

23@ March 2026, Kolkata: The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) is organising the
Bhartiya Hastkala Utsav 2026 from 26th to 29th March 2026 at Acropolis Mall, Kolkata. The event is
curated as a focused national platform to celebrate and promote Geographical Indication (Gl)-tagged
handicrafts, while creating wider public awareness about India’s traditional craft heritage and the stories
embedded in Gl products. The event will be held as an exhibition-cum-sale platform, offering visitors an
excellent opportunity to explore and purchase authentic Indian handcrafted products.

This grand event will showcase an exclusive collection of Geographical Indication (Gl) tagged handicrafts
from across the country. A Geographical Indication (Gl) Tag is a form of intellectual property right that
identifies a product as originating from a specific place, where a particular quality, reputation, or
characteristic of the product is essentially due to its geographic origin.

Speaking ahead of the Expo, Dr. Neeraj Khanna Chairman, EPCH said that “Bhartiya Hastkala Utsav 2026
is a celebration of India’s authentic, place-based crafts where every Gl product carries the identity of its
region, the skill of its community and the continuity of tradition. By bringing Gl artisans and award-
winning craft masters to a high-footfall public platform like Kolkata, we aim to create stronger
awareness, wider appreciation and direct market linkages that support artisan livelihoods and
encourage buyers to choose genuine Gl products.”

Dr. Khanna further added, “the fair will bring together a rich and diverse collection of Gl-tagged
handicrafts from across the country. Around 50 Gl craft artisans from different regions of India including
National Awardees and Shilp Guru Awardees will participate and present their traditional craft products,
reflecting India’s living cultural heritage, community knowledge systems and enduring design legacy.”

Shri Sagar Mehta, Vice Chairman, EPCH said, “Gl crafts represent both heritage and value products that
are unique, traceable and rooted in centuries of workmanship. The Bhartiya Hastkala Utsav offers an
opportunity for visitors, designers and retail buyers to discover Gl-tagged collections under one roof,
while giving artisans a platform to engage directly with the market. Our focus is to help artisans and
enterprises convert visibility into demand through better presentation, storytelling and buyer connect.”

Shri O. P. Prahladka, Member Committee of Administration (CoA), EPCH & Convenor — Eastern Region,
said, “Kolkata has always been a city with a deep cultural relationship with art, craftsmanship and
heritage where appreciation for handmade products is part of everyday life, from traditional textiles and
décor to festive and lifestyle buying. The Bhartiya Hastkala Utsav enables us to bring India’s Gl-tagged



crafts into a vibrant, high-footfall public space, making it easier for families, young shoppers, designers
and craft lovers to discover authentic, place-based products.

The fair will be open to visitors on all four days from 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM and is being organized as a
Business-to-Consumer (B2C) event. It aims to promote on-the-spot sales while also offering significant
opportunities for volume buyers, retail shoppers and other professionals.

Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH, remarked, “EPCH has consistently worked to promote Gl
crafts by creating effective marketing platforms, especially for micro and small entrepreneurs, artisans
and craftspeople. This exhibition will present a vibrant and diverse range of Gl-tagged products, bringing
distinctive regional craftsmanship and export-quality handmade excellence under one roof. Visitors will
get unique opportunity to discover authentic crafts such as Madhubani, Mithila painting, Sujani
embroidery, Appliqué work from Bihar; Pattachitra & Nakshi Kantha from West Bengal, Manjusha
Painting from Bhagalpur, Hand Embroidery & Crochet, Jharkhand, Art Metalware, Imitation Jewellery
from Odhisha and more understanding their heritage value and engaging directly with the makers behind
these iconic traditions.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts is a nodal institute for promotion of exports of handicrafts from
the Country and create brand image of magic of the gifted hands of millions of artisans and crafts
persons engaged in production of home, lifestyle, furniture and fashion jewellery & accessories products
in different craft clusters of the Country. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2024-25 was Rs.
33,123 Crores (US $ 3,918 Million), as informed by Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director-EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director - EPCH
+91-9810423612



