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Press Release

EPCH SHOWCASES INDIA HANDMADE AT INDEX SAUDI ARABIA 2026

India Pavilion Draws Strong Buyer Interest for traditional craftsmanship and
contemporary products

New Delhi - 16th September’2026 - “Index Saudi Arabia 2026 got underway at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
from 15th to 17th September 2026. The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) with the
support of the Office of the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles,
Government of India has set up an India Pavilion showcasing a diverse range of traditional and
contemporary Indian handicraft.

The EPCH India Pavilion was inaugurated by Shri. Ramesh Kumar Jha, Department of Commerce and
Culture, Embassy of India, Riyadh, in the presence of participating exporters and Master Craftspersons
at the Riyadh International Exhibition & Convention Center, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Shri. Ramesh Kumar Jha, Department of Commerce and Culture, Embassy of India, Riyadh visited the
EPCH India Pavilion and interacted with the participating exporters and artisans. He appreciated the
quality, craftsmanship and diversity of the Indian products on display, including bone engraving, metal
engraving, Chikankari, natural handmade stone products and handmade carpets. He also witnessed
the live craft demonstrations by the Master Craftspersons and acknowledged the rich artistic traditions
and skills represented through the Pavilion.

Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman-EPCH said “Saudi Arabia is emerging as an important market for Indian
handicrafts, particularly across the hospitality, interiors, architecture and lifestyle segments. INDEX
Saudi Arabia provides a focused international platform covering interiors, hospitality, design and fit-out
solutions, with product categories ranging from accessories, décor and homeware to furniture,
furnishings, textiles, flooring, kitchen and bathroom products. The exhibition offers Indian exporters a
valuable opportunity to connect directly with architects, interior designers, hospitality professionals,
developers, retailers and sourcing companies from Saudi Arabia and other international markets.

“India's participation at INDEX Saudi Arabia 2026 will add to the fair's vibrancy and diversity, as well as
familiarise global manufacturers, retailers, and brands with the robust entrepreneurship in the Indian
textiles, home furnishing, and consumer products industries, opening up opportunities for sourcing
from India.” Dr. Khanna added further

Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH, said “The encouraging response received at the India
Pavilion reflects the growing interest in Indian handcrafted products in the Saudi market. The
participation is helping our exporters and artisans engage with a diverse range of buyers and industry
professionals and better understand market preferences, product specifications and sourcing
requirements”

Shri Rawat further said “in this edition, 5 member exporters are participating displaying Natural Stone
Handmade Articles, Handmade Tufted Carpet, Handmade Knotted Carpet etc from Rajasthan



Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh. To promote Indian Handicrafts, EPCH has setup Thematic Display with
live demonstration of Indian Traditional Crafts by Master Craftspersons / Artisans. The office of
Development Commissioner [Handicrafts] has deputed Master Craftsmen of Chikan Hand Embroidery
Crafts & Brass Engraving Crafts from Uttar Pradesh and Bone Carving Crafts from Delhi.

EPCH is a nodal institute for promoting exports of handicrafts from the Country to various destinations
of the world and projecting India’s image abroad as reliable supplier of high quality of handicrafts. The
overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2025-26 was Rs. 33,168 Crores (US $ 3,754 Million). The
exports of handicrafts items to Saudi Arabia during the year 2025-26 is Rs. 235.81 Crores (US $ 26.69
Million) registering a growth of 5.03% in rupee term and 0.53% in dollar term informed by Shri Rajesh
Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Shri. Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director - EPCH
+91-9810423612

Encl: Hindi, English version and photos
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Photo 1: EPCH India Pavilion inaugurated by Shri. Ramesh Kumar Jha, Department of Commerce and
Culture, Embassy of India, Riyadh, in the presence of participating exporters and Master Craftspersons
at Index Saudi Arabia 2026 at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.



Photo 2: Shri. Ramesh Kumar Jha, Department of Commerce and Culture, Embassy of India, Riyadh
interacted with members participating in Index Saudi Arabia 2026 at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Photo 3: Trade visitors sourcing India Handicrafts at EPCH India Pavilion during Index Saudi Arabia
2026, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.



