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Press Release

Chairman EPCH Meets Hon’'ble Chief Minister of Delhi Smt. Rekha Gupta
Discussions focus on export support for exporters and facilitation of international
buyers’ visits

New Delhi — 11th October’2026 — Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, Export Promotion Council for
Handicrafts (EPCH) alongwith Shri Avdesh Agarwal, Member CoA-EPCH & Fair President, IHGF
Delhi Fair—Autumn 2026 met Smt. Rekha Gupta, Hon'’ble Chief Minister of Delhi today in the
presence of Shri Vijay Goel, MLA-Delhi and exporter Ms. Tuhina Goel at New Delhi.

During the meeting, detailed discussions on measures to strengthen handicraft exports, support
to exporters based in Delhi and facilitate smooth movement of international buyers and trade
visitors during the forthcoming IHGF Delhi Fair were discussed.

Speaking on the occasion Dr. Neeraj Khanna, Chairman, EPCH, said, "We are grateful to the
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Delhi, Smt. Rekha Gupta, for her positive response and giving a patient
hearing to the issues and concerns of handicraft exporters. We highlighted the need for a
dedicated market development support mechanism for Delhi-based exporters, on the lines of the
MDA assistance available in other states, which can help exporters participate in international
trade fairs, access new markets, connect with overseas buyers and strengthen their global
competitiveness. We are encouraged by her assurance that the proposal will be examined
positively.

Dr. Khanna added, “"We also extended a cordial invitation to the Hon’ble Chief Minister to visit
the forthcoming 62nd THGF Delhi Fair—Autumn 2026 which was graciously accepted by Hon'ble
Chief Minister and conveyed her best wishes for the successful organisation of the fair. We further
requested necessary facilitation for the smooth movement of international buyers, trade
representatives and other visitors travelling through Delhi-NCR to attend the fair. The Hon'ble
Chief Minister assured that due attention would continue to be given to maintaining smooth
movement, public convenience and effective coordination so that visitors travelling through Delhi
could proceed without inconvenience”.

Shri Avdesh Agarwal, President, IHGF Delhi Fair—Autumn 2026, said, “IHGF Delhi Fair
attracts many international buyers, importers, retailers and sourcing professionals who travel
through Delhi-NCR to attend the show. Hon’ble Chief Minister’s assurance regarding smooth
mobility and public convenience will largely contribute towards providing overseas buyers a
positive experience while visiting one of India’s premier handicraft sourcing platforms.”

EPCH is a nodal institute for promoting exports of handicrafts from the Country to various
destinations of the world and projecting India’s image abroad as reliable supplier of high quality



of handicrafts. The overall Handicrafts exports during the year 2025-26 was Rs. 33,168 Crores
(US $ 3,754 Million). The exports of handicrafts items from New Delhi during the year 2025-26
was Rs. 1,663.65 Crores informed by Shri Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director, EPCH.

For more information please contact:
Shri. Rajesh Rawat, Executive Director — EPCH
+91-9810423612
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